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"Pentecost" 


In Hebrew Shavuot means "weeks." It is a Jewish observance that follows 
Passover each year after 50 days have passed. On the fiftieth day after the Jews 
celebrated Passover and left Egypt, God gave them the Torah. So Shavuot is Pentecost 
and Pentecost is Shavuot. They are one and the same. Let's review for a minute exactly 
what Passover was. We can then look at what God did fifty days after the Passover that 
coincided with Jesus going to the cross. Let's first look at the first Passover. 


Remember that on the night that the Children of Israel left Egypt 
WS S OV. ER where they had suffered four hundred years of slavery and 

mo degradation, they took a lamb without spot and without blemish, 
they killed the lamb, roasted it and ate it. They then took the 
blood of the lamb and spread it on the doorposts and over the 
mantle of each door in Israel. 


On that night the Death Angel came into Egypt to exact 
judgment on those who had put God's chosen people under the yoke of slavery. The 
angel killed the firstborn of every living thing in Israel. But the Death Angel passed over 
every home to which the blood had been applied to the doorway. Israel was spared that 
night and left Egypt for the Promised Land. Fifty days after that Passover Israel found 
itself at the base of Mount Sinai. Listen to the account in the Book of Exodus. 


16 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were 
thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of 
the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 
17 And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they 
stood at the foot of the mountain.!? And when the blast of the trumpet sounded 
long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by 
voice. (Exodus 19:16, 17, 19 NKJV). 


It is no coincidence that the miracle of Pentecost happened on 
Shavuot which is fifty days after Jesus went to the cross as the 
sacrificial lamb for each of us at Passover. You see with God there 
are no coincidences. In the same way that God gave His children the 
re W AVION Torah on that fiftieth day, He fulfilled the promise of the gift of the 

i f Holy Spirit to His people, the Church, on that same day. 


The reason that I have read the passage from Exodus this morning, is because we 
in the Church never stop to see the parallels between the two accounts. We must see that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit was a measured step in God establishing a deeper relationship 
with His people. Stand with me as we read the account of that day when the Holy Spirit 
came down on the people of God. 


2 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. ? And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. °? Then there appeared 
to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. * And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1-4 NKJV). 


Everything we read in Chapter one led up to this event. 
Right before ascending into heaven, Jesus told His followers 
to go and wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father, the 
Holy Spirit. He explained to them that the Holy Spirit of 
God Himself would be given to all believers to enable them 
| to have power to become witnesses throughout all the earth. 
This Holy Spirit power would enable them to give God 
inspired testimony to the rest of the world. On Pentecost, God's promise was fulfilled. 


Pentecost has been referred to as the "birth of the Church" because the Church 
could really not function as the Church without the Holy Spirit. In this first piece of 
scripture we see the Holy Spirit of God falling on a certain band of believers (2:1-4), and 
then this gift is manifested to the Jewish crowd that is looking on. (2:5-13) 


Luke tells us that "when the day of Pentecost came," they were all together in one 
place. I can't help but think this is the same 120 that we saw described who had come 
together to pray in the wake of the resurrection. The text tells us that suddenly there was 
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind that filled the house. As I prepare this sermon 
I remember a cold front that blew into my bedroom last week. It was a hot and humid 
day and I sat in my bed working on the sermon for last week. First I felt a little puff of 
cool coming through my bedroom window. I shouted out to Sandy, "Hey, I think a cold 
front is moving in." Maybe thirty seconds later the wind began to blow stronger and 
stronger through my window. Any paper in my room on any desk or chest swirled up 
and fell to the floor. I got up and looked at the curtains in my bathroom were standing 
straight out horizontally with the wind blowing them mightily. I imagine this moment of 
Pentecost was something like that. 


Then the group looked around and fire wasn't really there, but 
something that looked like fire appeared over the heads of 
everyone in the room. Everyone knew something big was 
happening. They all knew something supernatural was 
happening. They could hear it with their ears and they could see 
it with their eyes. Luke tells us that "all of them were filled with 


the Holy Spirit" and he further tells us that they all began "speaking in other languages as 
they were enabled by the Spirit." 


I remember when I was learning Spanish I worked and worked for about three 
months on vocabulary and practicing verbs and trying to get the language into my head, 
and then one day I just starting speaking, knowing what I was saying, and I was speaking 
in a language that I had only dreamed of speaking one day. Pentecost was like that 
experience multiplied by a thousand. Suddenly, the whole room was filled with people 
speaking in languages that they had never studied or learned. It was God giving the 
currency to communicate. He was giving them the power and the ability to tell the world 
what had happened at Calvary and what had happened on that third day in the morning 
when they went and found an empty tomb! 


The Greek word for Spirit is pneuma. Like the Hebrew word 
ruach they can both mean wind or spirit. This is the same ruach 
kodesh (holy wind/holy Spirit) that we find in Genesis chapter 
one. You see, the Holy Spirit was present at the creation of the 
earth. 


"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. * The earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the face of the waters." (Genesis 1:1-2 NKJV). 


This event of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in God's people was something that had been promised of 
old. Remember the words of the prophet Ezekiel describing the dry bones coming to life, "14 I will put My 
Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I, the 
Lord, have spoken it and performed it,” says the Lord.” (Ezekiel 37:14, NKJV). 


We also remember the words of the Prophet Joel who said, 


8“And it shall come to pass afterward That I will 
pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream 
dreams, Your young men shall see visions. *? And also on 
My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out 
My Spirit in those days. (Joel 2:28-29, NKJV). 


The good news and beauty of these scriptures is that this Holy Spirit has come. He is 
alive and in the heart of every believer. He is our power. He is our comforter. He is our 
means of conviction. He is our guide. He is our director. We are blessed to live in a day 
when the Holy Spirit is alive on planet earth. Just think how dark the world would be 
now if the Holy Spirit were not present. 


Christians often become very divided when we talk about the Holy Spirit. I think that 
if we look at what the Bible says, there is no need for great confusion and division. We 
don't understand it all, but we do understand a lot of it. This text in Acts and the rest of 
the Bible tell us that new converts receive the Holy Spirit. Sometimes it is described as 
being "baptized in the Holy Spirit" (1:5, 11:16). Sometimes it is described as having the 
Spirit "poured out" (2:17, 10:45), "falling upon" a believer (8:16, 10:44, 11:15), or simply 
a believer "receiving" the Holy Spirit (2:28, 10:47). All of these instances describe new 
believers who receive the Holy Spirit, not always signified by any sort of tongues, but as 


a permanent gift to each and every believer. 


In my first teaching in Acts I distinguished this from being "filled" with the Holy 
Spirit which describes a believer submitted to the will of God, or a believer in times of 
special inspiration and testimony of faith (4:8, 31, 7:55, 13:9). My point is that no 
believer should ever be caused to believe that he or she is missing the Holy Spirit. It is a 
gift that was poured out on you or to which you were baptized into the moment of your 
salvation. God's Holy Spirit is alive in you. That was grace. Whether you let the Spirit 
operate in your life is another matter. 


What is meant in this text concerning "speaking in other 
tongues?” Does this refer to their miraculous speaking of a 


SPEAKING IN 


language they did not know? Does it instead refer to the 
TONGUES phenomenon of glossolalia, speaking in tongues, the 
ecstatic “Spirit language” some feel Paul seems to deal with 
in the Church in Corinth (1 Cor. 12—14)? Could it also be a 
miracle of hearing and understanding? 


Scholars make good arguments for all of these views. The tongues in this text 
obviously refers to a phenomenon of speaking a language you do not know, or maybe 
even more accurately hearing the speech of another in a language you understand. The 
purpose of the gift of tongues on this special day was to communicate the gospel in 
Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth as was the charge in Chapter one. 
The instance on that day of Pentecost was to super ignite or put a booster rocket in the 
spread of the gospel. Continue with me at verse 5. 


>And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under 
heaven. ô And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, 
because everyone heard them speak in his own language. ’ Then they were all amazed 
and marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? 
8 And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? 
° Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, !° Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, '' Cretans and Arabs— 
we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.” ? So they were 
all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “Whatever could this mean?” ”? Others 
mocking said, “They are full of new wine." (Acts 2:5-13 NKJV). 


The words used in verse 4 may be ambiguous (heteros 
glossa/other tongues), but the word "dialect" or "language" 
used in verses six and eight (ho idios dialektosAn his own 
language) are not ambiguous in any way. The believers were 
either speaking or hearing (or both speaking and hearing) 
other dialects and languages that were not their own 
languages. These were spoken by people who didn't know the languages, and they were 
heard by others who understood and heard the message in their own language. It was sort 
of the opposite of what occurred at the Tower of Babel. Remember at Babel, God 
confused the language of men so that they no longer understood one another. Here God 
miraculously creates an understanding between men which transcends the language 
barrier. 


What is 


Speaking in 
Tongues? 


The text describes many of the Jewish diaspora as being present. They were 
righteous Jews from all the nations. The word used by Luke is eulabeis, which means 
pious. Luke-Acts always uses this word to describe Jews. They were in Jerusalem 
probably to celebrate the First Fruits Festivals associated with the Day of Pentecost. 
Whoever they were, they were probably not proficient in Aramaic or Greek, so the 
miracle of the day is that they heard their own language spoken. 


It isn't clear where all this is going on, but it is clear 
that the group is no longer in the Upper Room because the 
' Pind area is filled with non-believers. The response of the 
Pig abe ok crowd shows us that they were a mix of believers and 
yee J non-believers. And, I think the most telling sentence of 
all describes the effect of the Holy Spirit being poured out 
on the group. Verse 11 says that all of those people from 
all of those places said, "we hear them speaking in our 

own tongues the wonderful works of God." 


So, what does this scripture mean to you and me as Christ-Followers? 


1 The Holy Spirit is a PROMISE of the Father that you and I receive at the 
moment we put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ as our Savior. 


2 The Holy Spirit is the principle source of POWER in the life of the believer. He 
is an enabler/energizer in the life of every Believer. When a believer receives the Holy 
Spirit it is like plugging an appliance into an electrical plug. The appliance is ready to 
work, but cannot do so until it is energized. 


3 The primary PURPOSE for receiving the promised power of the Holy Spirit is to 
"speak in your own tongue the marvelous works of God." 


God gave His people the Torah on this exact day on the calendar. It was a gift of 
instruction and study. We somewhat inaccurately call it "The Law." It was given on 
Shavuot/Pentecost which coincides with the Festival of First Fruits. That was the time of 
harvesting the wheat and other grains in Israel. I think it is interesting that the Torah was 
the first-fruit of being a child of God. And then, God chose that same day on the calendar 
to put His Holy Spirit within every man or woman who has put their faith in the precious 
Lamb that was slain. Again, it is the first-fruit that comes to every believer. 


In the same way that the children of Israel applied the blood of an innocent lamb to 
the doorposts of their home, so we are able to have the blood of THE Lamb applied to the 
doorposts of our hearts. It is applied when we say, "I can't do this on my own. Come 
Lord Jesus. Cleanse me. Save me. I am yours." If you haven't made that choice I urge 
you to do so today. 


Let us pray. 
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